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Purpose

• This resource guide will walk you through the Green Labs 

Certification Program application process and provide 

information to assist you in completing certain checklist 

items.
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Accessing the Application
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Visit semc.tamu.edu/green-labs-certificate-program

Click “application” 

to download the 

application PDF



Basic Information
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Fill in basic information about your lab

The room number for your lab 

(BICH 112 and 113, for example)

Total lab occupants, including PI and staff

How long the Green Rep has been in the lab

Give us an idea of your lab space, you may include the 

number of modules, offices, storage spaces, or other 

areas your group occupies, no wrong answers



Completing Checklist Items
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Scroll through the checklist items and see which ones your lab is interested in

For most items, simply indicate 

“yes” if a checklist item has been 

completed and add the point value 

to your total



Complete an Energy Audit

Energy audits are completed by 

Energy Stewards from Utilities 

and Energy Services. They can 

provide information about ways 

to improve the energy efficiency 

and conservation of your lab. 
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Find which energy steward 

handles your building and contact 

them to schedule an audit



Participate in the Freezer Challenge

The Freezer Challenge is a 

globally recognized program that 

gives labs an opportunity to 

compete to see who can 

maximize the efficiency of their 

cold storage units.
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Fill out this information 

and you will receive a 

scoresheet in your email

Winners are published in Nature and are 
recognized at the annual International Institute 
for Sustainable Laboratories conference!



Laboratory Recycling

Any sterile, non-hazardous paper, cardboard, plastic, glass, 

or electronics can be recycled. Make sure your recyclables 

are clean and empty before recycling.

All recycled materials MUST NOT have contacted any 

hazardous materials prior to recycling. Hazardous materials 

must be disposed of properly through Environmental Health 

and Safety disposal protocol. 
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Recycling Locations
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• Several recycling locations 

exist throughout campus

• Electronics purchased by 

the university must be 

recycled through university 

surplus

Click on a 

recycling 

symbol on 

the map to 

get details

• Many buildings have 

cardboard/paper recycling 

within the building

• Battery recycling bins 

(electronics) are located in 

the TAMU libraries



Return-to-vendor programs

Return-to-vendor programs are 

offered by suppliers. Many times 

they will allow you to mail back 

reusable packaging, parts, reagents, 

etc. However, these are not always 

advertised on their websites. Prior to 

throwing something out, do a quick 

search to see if it can be returned or 

sent for specialized recycling. 
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Purchase “greener” reagents or supplies

Green reagents or supplies can be anything used by your 

lab that is specifically designed to be more sustainable. 

• Examples:

• Reusable pipette tip boxes/wafers (USA Scientific) 

• Item packaging made from recycled materials 

• Biodegradable gloves

• Switching to non-hazardous chemicals (Sybr Green instead of 

Ethidium bromide)
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Novel sustainable lab practices

The checklist items are not exhaustive. ANY unlisted 

sustainable practice your lab engages in can earn you 

bonus points based on the level of impact. 
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Finalizing the application

• Sum your accumulated points to see which certification tier your lab 
has reached and decide if you want to complete more checklist items:

• Bronze = 15 points

• Silver = 25 points

• Gold = 35 points

• Save the completed application and email to greenlabs@tamu.edu

• We will reach out to you to schedule a lab walkthrough to confirm the 
completion of your checklist items. 

• You must recertify your lab at least every 2 years, although you may 
update your application and certification status at any time.
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